
 
Scaffold Inspection – Competence                                      8th July 2009 
 
Legislation specifies that anyone carrying out an inspection must be competent to do so. 
To be competent that person must have the necessary training, knowledge and experience. 
  
As a minimum the NASC would recommend: 
  
a) A CISRS Scaffolder cardholder would be deemed competent to inspect the scaffold structures that  
    are covered in the CISRS Part 1 & Part 2 courses provided their employer can demonstrate they   
    have the necessary knowledge and experience. 
  
b) A CISRS Advanced Scaffolder cardholder would be deemed competent to inspect the scaffold  
    structures that are covered in the CISRS Part 1, Part 2 & Advanced courses provided their  
    employer can demonstrate they have the necessary knowledge and experience. 
  
The contents and overall objectives of the CISRS courses can be found in the CAP 609 General 
Information Booklet Appendix A‐C page 26‐30. www.cisrs.org.uk 
 
 c) A CISRS Scaffolding Supervisor cardholder would be deemed competent to inspect the basic scaffold structures that are 
covered in the CISRS Part 1 and Part 2 courses provided their employer can demonstrate they have the necessary 
knowledge and experience. If they also hold an Advanced Scaffolders card, then they would be deemed competent to 
inspect advanced structures. 
 
The content and overall objectives of the CISRS Scaffolding Supervisor course can be found in the CAP 609 General 
Information Booklet pages 16‐17. www.cisrs.org.uk  
 
d) A person who has been on a Basic Scaffold Inspection Course * (min. two days) would be  
    deemed competent to inspect a basic scaffold structure provided their employer can demonstrate 
    they have the necessary knowledge and experience and they have passed the knowledge test at 
    the end of the course. 
  
    This course is suitable for: 
    Management/Supervision who are responsible for inspecting scaffolds and completing reports  
    in accordance with the Work at Height Regulations 2005. 
 
    Note: 
    If candidates who have attended the Basic Course want to inspect more complex scaffolds, then  
    they will need to complete the Advanced Course after they have gained sufficient experience   
    inspecting Basic Scaffolds on a regular basis. 
 
e) A person who has been on an Advanced Scaffold Inspection Course * (min. two days) would 
    be deemed competent to inspect more complex scaffold structures provided their employer 
    can demonstrate they have the necessary knowledge and experience and they have passed the  
    knowledge test at the end of the course. 
 
    This course is suitable for: 
    Experienced Scaffold Inspectors, Management/Supervision who are responsible for inspecting,  
    commissioning and handing over scaffolds, and completing reports in accordance with the Work at  
    Height Regulations 2005. 
 
f) Persons who are required to carry out inspections of System Scaffolds must, in addition to the basic 
   scaffold inspection course, attend an approved product training course for the specific system  
   scaffold required and have their card endorsed with the product selected. 
 
* Several CISRS approved training centres already offer Basic and Advanced Inspection training 
  (both 2 days duration)  
 
 
Note: 

• Any competent person who is not carrying out scaffold inspections on a regular basis would need to consider 
additional refresher training 


